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Art Unit: 3611 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Page 6. Para r00331. 11 th Line 

"fuel pump 45" should be -- fuel pump 42 -- 
Page 7. Para r00341. 3 rd Line 

"fuel pump 45" should be -- fuel pump 42 -- and "the horizontal direction C" should be 

-- a horizontal plane C -- 

Page 7. Para r00361. 2 nd - 3 rd Lines 

"(i.e., the fuel pump 42 with its pump axis A extending generally in the transverse 
direction)" should be -- (i.e., the fuel pump 42 with its pump axis A extending generally 
in the transverse direction relative to the longitudinal direction of the vehicle ) -- 
Page 7, Para r00371, 2 nd - 3 rd Lines 

"a generally horizontal direction C in a location" should be -- the generally horizontal 
plane C at a location -- 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because they contain the following informalities: 
Figures 1 and 3 

The label "Horizontal direction C" should be -- Horizontal Plane C -- 
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Figure 3 

Reference numeral "42c" (leading to the 'fuel hose connecting portion') should be 
-- 42e -- 

Figures 10 and 11 

Reference numeral "35" is incorrect, as it is not leading to "cap nuts", which are 
supposed to correspond to reference numeral "35" 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Objections 

3. Claims 12, 18, 19 and 24 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 12 

(Line 5): "lower a forward portion" should be -- lower than a forward portion -- 
Claim 18 

(Line 4): "said fuel pump" should be -- said fuel pump assembly -- 
Claim 19 

(Line 1): "comprising" should be -- comprises -- 

(Line 3): "lower a forward portion" should be - lower than a forward portion -- 
Claim 24 

(Line 1 ): the status identifier "(New)" should have been included in claim 24 

(Line 3): "can close said opening" should be -- can close said pump attaching opening -- 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 11-16, 18, 19 and 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nakashima et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,182,640. 

Nakashima et al. discloses a straddle type vehicle [motorcycle] (Fig. 2) 
comprising at least a frame assembly [main frame] (14), a fuel tank (1) straddling 
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[extending overtop and covering] the frame assembly (14) in a transverse [side-to-side] 
direction (T) [extending into and out of the page] relative to a vertical height direction (H) 
of the vehicle \see included Figs. 1 and 2 below] , a fuel pump assembly (33) extending 
into/inside the fuel tank (1 ) (Fig. 1 ), the fuel tank (1 ) comprising a generally horizontal 
[flat] rear surface portion [part] (31) formed on a bottom (30) of the fuel tank (1) (Fig. 1) 
{also see Col. 3, Lines 29-33}, and the fuel pump assembly (33) being mounted to the 
generally horizontal rear surface portion (31) with a "pump axis" (P) \ see included Figs. 
1 and 2 below] of a strainer (4) (Fig. 3) of the fuel pump assembly (33) extending 
"generally horizontally"; wherein the frame assembly (14) comprises a frame component 
[main frame structure] that extends at an angle downward and rearward (Fig. 2) such 
that a rear portion of the frame component [main frame structure] is lower than a 
forward portion of the frame component [main frame structure] (see Fig. 2), and the fuel 
pump assembly (33) is positioned in a rearward portion of the fuel tank (1) (Fig. 1); 
wherein the fuel pump assembly (33) is positioned in the fuel tank (1) with the "generally 
horizontally" extending pump axis (P) [ see included Figs. 1 and 2 below] of the fuel 
pump assembly (33) also extending "generally transverse" relative to the height 
direction (H) of the vehicle; and wherein the fuel tank (1) comprises a pump attaching 
opening (32) defined in at least the generally horizontal rear surface portion (31) and a 
size of the pump attaching opening (32) is minimized while permitting insertion of the 
fuel pump assembly (33) into the fuel tank (1) (Fig. 1); wherein the pump attaching 
opening (32) comprises an elongated configuration [the opening (32) is covered by a 
corresponding generally elongated/circular-shaped base plate (34), which is discussed 
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below]; wherein the fuel pump assembly (33) comprises a generally elongated/circular- 
shaped attaching portion [base plate] (34) (Fig. 5) and the attaching portion (34) is sized 
slightly larger than the pump attaching opening (32) such that the attaching portion (34) 
can close and seal off the pump attaching opening (32) (Fig. 1); and wherein the fuel 
pump assembly (33) further comprises a fuel pump (2) and the attaching portion [base 
plate] (34) is positioned under [projected underneath] only a portion [approx 7/8] of the 
fuel pump (2) (Fig. 3). 
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Claims 11-14 and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Saito et al., U.S. Patent No. 4,871,041. 

Saito et al. discloses a straddle type vehicle [motorcycle] (Fig. 1) comprising at 
least a frame assembly [overall vehicle body] (unnumbered) which further comprises at 
least a frame component [frame element] (15) [further described below], a fuel tank (11) 
straddling the frame assembly in a transverse [side-to-side] direction (T) [extending into 
and out of the page] relative to a vertical height direction (H) of the straddle type vehicle 
[ see included Fig. 1 below] , a fuel pump assembly [pump unit] (22) extending within the 
fuel tank (11) (Figs. 1 and 2), the fuel tank (1 1 ) comprising a generally horizontal [flat] 
rear surface portion formed on a bottom of the fuel tank (11) (Fig. 2), and the fuel pump 
assembly (22) being mounted to the generally horizontal rear surface portion [at (31b)] 
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(Fig. 2) and having a central "pump axis" (P) [see included Fig. 1 below] of the fuel 
pump assembly (22) extending "generally horizontally"; wherein the fuel tank (11) 
further comprises an opening [supply port\ (16) which appears to be capable of 
receiving the fuel pump assembly (22) therethrough due to the fuel pump assembly (22) 
being cylindrically shaped and apparently small enough to enter inside of the fuel tank 
(1 1 ) (Fig. 4); wherein the opening (1 6) of the fuel tank (1 1 ) further comprises an 
"elongated configuration" [mating cap (17) for covering the supply port (16) contains an 
elongated handle] (Fig. 3); wherein the frame component (15) of the frame assembly 
extends at an angle downward and rearward (Fig. 1) such that a rear portion of the 
frame component (1 5) is lower than a forward portion of the frame component (15) (Fig. 
1), and the fuel pump assembly (22) is positioned in a rearward portion of the fuel tank 
(11) (Fig. 2); wherein the fuel tank (11) comprises a recessed forward portion [bifurcated 
shape], the frame component (15) of the frame assembly extending centrally alongside 
[within] the recessed forward portion such that the fuel tank (1 1 ) straddles the frame 
component (1 5) (Fig. 1 ) {also see Col. 3, Lines 1 1 -1 4}, and the fuel pump assembly (22) 
is positioned rearward of the recessed forward portion of the fuel tank (1 1 ) [the pump 
unit (22) is positioned well behind where frame element (15) is straddled by the fuel tank 
(11)] (Fig. 1); and wherein the fuel pump assembly (22) is positioned in the fuel tank 
(11) with the "generally horizontally" extending pump axis (P) [see included Fig. 1] of the 
fuel pump assembly (22) also extending "generally transverse" relative to the height 
direction (H) of the straddle type vehicle. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 17 and 26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: the prior art cited on form PTO-892 relates to fuel tanks on 
straddle type vehicles (such as motorcycles) having fuel pump assemblies disposed at 
least partially within the fuel tanks. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARC A. SCHARICH whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3244. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on (571) 272-6651. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

M.A.S. - 2/10/2011 

/Marc A Scharich/ 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3611 

/Paul N. Dickson/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3616 



